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T Ayser o Locen Dl

C Bemee of e Mo Wi Conld oo Thoegh Welk

By Guy de Teramond
PT Y I P Ry LN T N Y

CHAPTER 1.
The Man Whoa Could Bee.

LOCIEN L nME, young, sy, shrinhing behind lnrge amobed
glammen, arrived In PFarMe fhom his bome ot Ky te put Rinesif
wider g perve ppeciali gl @ cale Berbing abaolyts yulel he secyred
AR upper rootn in Use selecl boarding bhouse of Mmue Armelin, e
e Rue Murart,

e room was neat to that of Mra Tenkery, & Mch Amerionn

A Ouats

malan Gonarsl and an old profespor mers the only other boarders Just then |

A tow mornings afier Delorme's wrrival Mme, Taskeiy was found mur

Bhe lay on the Boor In Che miAala of her room. Al her Jewels (ahe bad

Bept themn under hor plilow, refesing to deponl! them bn the oBlon safe) woie

gene. The contly lase had beon oul Proan her diveans,
M. Clamart, the head of the Detective uresy, arrived sccompanied by
& legal physician and fullowed by smployess of M. Bortilon, with thelr ap
paratua tor wking Angerprints loft Ly the vijlaige
*The critne is lgned,” he paid, after l‘_-a:::h:l‘:ru‘! aart, ;9.. inguest wii
i . heis s Lrui Ha yw I kpuow
an tnatast’'d sxamination, “ib was L0 . WA « o itad i
sommitied by professionils Who Arf | suw it commiiied us piiiuly as if
not saperimenting.  Fverything has

I had boan i Mre. Tauker;'a rovin
been planped in advance sond adinimes Pueig werg two mwutdarare

A wne Lail
bly excentod. The Americun 1ady the other sbBoM eals csrvied 1wo
was sound asleap when, during Ihe pevolvers the tallad had & ring on

:‘rl. Lhie assassine onme froim ouls the ring-Noger of the right hand—the
by & way that la yot to B8 dis- shorger man had & waten in his jeft
covered, cul out ons of the window ., " Wol, abid @ dagker between bl
with a4 diamond, panscd a0 &rN gesth
gu'uulh the opening end miid beck  “Faey came In through the windaw,
the window fastening, then they Bad having cropt 10 the apsrtment along
uthing mure W do escopt o enlelf the walls Fivs tall mean had & darn
the reum lantern, which ke turusd wpon the

“Withoeut the Jeast pausa  TEeY Lod  Just st that moement bis com

guated 1o the bed, whone anact posi-
tion they kuaw, and by & wall-simed
blow of a ponlard, one of them weyvered
the unfortunnte woman's carctid ar-
tery Lelure sbe hind e Lo ullsr &
@ingie cry, bespatiering the sheels
with trall of bived.”

Had she then mechanlcally taken &
few mtops, to fall in the middis of the
yoom” Or had the murderers laid
thslr vietim's corpss thera in order—
not knowing whete shin was in the
Babit of hiding hor jaweis—ts he able
to Aearch the Mmatliressas smore <Cotl-
venlantiy ?

The servants ware quastionad; then
the boanrlgrs. Ielormee Was sum-
sanoned. Mms, Armelin repurted that
e was not 4t home

The questivner started up.

“(‘ono out! And st what tima?®

“l don't know. He had already left
his room when the walter want in to
earry his bremkfast*™

“Ho no one has seen him to-dny, and
connequently ho may very sasily have
gone in the middle of the night?”

“Certainly.”

“And | supposs he was not In the
habit of taking such early depar-
turea’"

*“I'his {s really the first time"

Just then Lucien Delorme returned
and was ushered into the presence of
the chlef of detectives,

*You wish to ses me, ale?" he asked.

With a bound the officer was be-
Aween the young man and the door,
10 prevent any attempt at flight, and
abruptly excinimed:

*“Up with your hands*

Delorme, taken hy surprise, mechan«
jeally obeyod; then, instantly recovers
fng his coolness, he sald:

“What does this mean?”

* am the chlef of the detective
service" . . .

“That is posaible, sir, but Is it &
renson for speaking to me with auch

rudeness? Het your mind at rest, | am

[

j officer went on ironically,

f

not armed, and If you wish me to
answer you 1 muat beg you to adopt &
different manner.”
“Come, no uscleas talk.
what I'am talking about?
"N

You know

*The murder that was committed
tiere lnst night.”

“What murder?”

“Mrs, Tankery's.”

“Mra. Tankery has been murdered?
Last night? Oh, poor woman!"

“You knew nothing about it?* por.

M, Clamart, looking at him
with a searching glance.

“No, 1 went out sarly this morning,
doubtless before the discovery of the
crime.”

“Contrary to your habits, and with-
out taking time to eat your break-

'ant ™

“"Yes Dr, Gueroult, who s attending
me, asked me to come to his officy
1his morning before eanting.”

“Ho It 1n & mere coincidence!” the
“Hut sup-
poss we should talk a littla, now,
about Mrs. Tankery? It sesams that

predicted she would be mur-
rl

“Not at all. 1 simply sald, as well
as 1 remember, that It was Impru-
dent on her part to make such a dis-
play of all her jawals'

“Did you know their valus?"

*1 had heard Mme. Armelin eay
that they representod a littls fortune.
1 am, however, & very incompetent
fudge."”

“And you wers not ignorant that
ghs nlwanys kept them in her room?"

e (B T LT

Buddenly ‘he stopped.

“Pardon me, Questions like thess!
Burely you could not suspect me of
being connsctad in any way with this
horribla erima?’

The detective looked him in the
eyes and sald plowly:

“Imelrn Delorme, you are ons of
Bw, Tankery's murderers!”

The young man's face expresssd
utter amasament.

o1, a murderer? The chargs is
ridlenlons, Why, I 414 not leaves my
room last night. And, beslles, for
what reason should I have killed this

sor lady?"

“Came, Dalorma,' anawardd the de-

sotive, in a conellintory tons, “1 414
not say that It was you who dealt the
blows, hut one can sometimes be lad
by certaln circumstances, ons dosan't
refuse to Keap watch or to throw &
ropa out of ths window, hellaving
that the plan |8 merely rohhery "

“fhit T have done nothing of the
sort; 1 swear it. I knew nothing of
tha erime, 1 was coming home

quiatly to breakfast when, at the foot
of the staircase, I met Mme, Armelin,
who gent me here™ . o

He Interrapted himself suddanly,
paxead his hand across his forehead
with a nervous gesture, and murs
mured:

“And wot, yea . . . T do know
something, 1 must free my econ-
pelence by telllng you . . + [eould
not belleve i1t . . , bhut sines Mra,
Tankery has been murdered, It must
be true "

The detoctlve concealed a smiles of

triumph.
“Hit down, my dear M, Delormes,
and tall ma ahout it" v

Tha voung man hegan his story!

"Nelther elosely por remately have
1 been eonnected with this terrible
erime, 1f you huave the slightest sus-

panion sprang forward and, with a
metul cord, strungied his viellm, wbo |
turned over and foll In the middia of
tha room Then they rammsgsad
evarywhare ploces of monpey |
rolind on the fooar but teey did not
plck thom up. The tull man, hows |
ever, put in hia pwkel, the inner
pocket of hin overcoat or jacket, &
wilver stntuette Lthat sood on the|
night table |
“Now, if you wish, 1 can give you
& apecinl description which perbaps
will snabie you to recognlea the mur
dorers.  ‘I'le tall man formerly re.
calved A bullet In the head which
could not be extracted, and the short!
ans, too, but Bis le in the log. Finally,
they went oul As they ecams In,
through the window, My clock atruck
thres, and 1 fell asiesp again™ |
“Fell aslovp agaln'” cried the doteo. |
tives, who up to this moment had
Natened unmoved to the sirangs ntory. |
“Jiut why didn't you call for help?™ ~ |
“I thought myself the victim of a|
nightmare, It required your siory of
Mrs. Tankery's murder to make me |
perceive | had not beon dreaming.”
The chicl of the Dotective Burean
remained silent un instant. Thix man
wasn evidently moking fun of him.
Should he take offense or show him
the absurdity of such & system of de-
fense Ly makine him conteadiet hioa-

pelf? He deecided on the lattor course,
“Your story i certninly very in-
genious, sir" he replied,  “Unfors

tunately It eres in one essential point,
Mra, Tarkery woan not streaneled. Her
carotid artery was severid, The blood
that flooded the room, streamineg from
& wound im the npeck, mbundantly
proves "

The young man reflected, am If ha
weore tryineg to materialize his recol-
lections; his hands made a gesture in

the alr.

: ' ro . . " he repeat-
ed, "she was strangled , and
with a cord which could have heon
nothing bur matal™

“Come, ®ir, 16t s hava no more of
this nonsense!™ exelnimed the de-
toctive, feoling hia patience about to
dosert him,

Just then the door of the offica
opened and the phyalclan entered,

“You have come precisely at the
right time, doetor,” exclaimed the
Magistrate, "This gentleman and [

do not entirely agrea on the suhject
of the erime of which he asserts he
wias 4 witness—np telapathle witneas™
he added, sarcastically. “"Will yoa
he Wind enourh to tall us the result
of your discoveriea?

“(iiadly, In the firat place the vie-
tim's death appears to have orcurred
about 3 o'clock In the morndng.™

Welll" suld Delorme triumphantly,
without noticing the step the detee-
tive took towaurd him,

“Mareover, she was strangled.”

"Hirangled ™

“With a stesl wirs, and with such
foree that the earotid artery wWas
pevered completely, as If by & ra-
BOR. v a "

Ha had not finlshed the sentence
when the detective's hand was laid
upon Lueclen Delorme's shonlder.

“I nrrest you, In the name of the
law!"”

CHAPTER II.

A Sensational Reward.

T § o'clock that night, luclen
Dslorms returned to the
boarding houss and ap-
peared befors the astonish-
ed Mme. Armeiin,

*You, alr?" she cried, dinconcerted,
in apite of herself, by hia sudden ap-
pearance.

“Why, yes, Madame.”

“You have been set at liberty?”

“An hour ago. 1 will not say with
apologles, for It seoma that even when
In error, justics owea nons, bul the

examining magistrate could not help gan

vielding to the evidence and, in spite
of the chief of the Detective Hureau,
percelved that I could have hud noth-
ing to do with your bearder's mur-
der

Thon, antleipating his  hostess's
questlons, he rapidly gave her & fow
explanntions.

At lils urgent antreaty, tha authar-
ities had telephoned to Eu to obtaln
Information about him and questioned
e, Gueroult, who had stated that he
had really requested his patient to
coms early that morning and tu coma
fasting

“It & no fault of mine" ha con-
tinued, “if no one In your house saw
mo lsave my room at precisely half-
pnst saven. Fortunately, the honast
cabman whom [ halled at the corner
of the Rue de la Cure, and whose
number, luckily, I had kept, eame to
tastify thut he saw me coms out of
the house and took me in his cab at
that hour!"

“Coms, now,"” the examining mag-
Istrate had .PM to him by way of
conanlation, “what quear idea in-
duced you to tell all that ridiculous
story to M. Clamart?"

“l1 admit that 1 was wrong,"” Da.
lorme hind anaweared, “Hut what ean
you expsct? Tha news of Mrs, Tan-
kery's murder hnd so upset ma that
1 mistook for reality the strange
pightmare o which 1 belloved I was
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vhanged, you ran depame f Lhowm ae
won charome | @p ke f 1l t Caes you
Fiotwtl wish 1o have 1he saen by
pone ponfdential wan
“Nwn ' hiring & sl « - WItH
e and athiall Jrust the wialleg o p
-
| And you are not Afraid that” ¢ e e
“Phat 1o my usual method  Why

act attention by unasusl
Thete are alwayp roh

should | st
precautione”

berm ot the wateh who wowd think
Vame, cone, Haron Plaoke has Just
Aone & good pleca of business, lst's

foooddd Wiom g Thnt would be laying my
o L0 open waeleanly 1o their wttanks' Ko
with my valise, Uil just gtep Inta the

frmt cab that comea along, se If |
were mersly attending to pome or-
dinary mativr

"Woan't you at irast allow ma to
aend my valet with you? He'll Bde
on the bhox ®

“No indesd, O leaving your home,
I atall go directly to the Jlank of
Prance and the jewals will be Im

meMntly deposited tn iny safe, with.
et let e wny one ptmpect st Beron
CPlaeke hoas erossed all 'aris with fifty
miliions on his person!™
CAMer all, you ars right” replisd
fthe Comte
“Oih, 1 asmuars you that having sueh
a for'une in my howees has often kept
e Prom slesping! What wouldn't |
pive If people had not knewn 1t1 Bat
ta try to hide anything from that
Argusa of a handred eyes whoss nams
in Paria! - Oins would think that tha
walln themanives had eyon™
While speaking, he had risen:
“livy after to.morrow, then, sir”™
Lowering his voles, he added “Tin
i the way, 1 thought that, for my eom-
misnion. 1 would wilingly accept a
© K made out ta begrer, 1 that
would sult your convanlanca hatisr ™
| "Nb, no,” anawered Lhe baron, pat-

ting him familtarly on the ahoulder,

witnessing all tha detalls and which,
through soma (ncomiprehansible an-
tivipation, coineldmd withh the troth!™

“Well, my friend,”" the magisirats
euld kKindly. o owithh youw, and
above all don't bogin agnin to make
fun of the police; another time you
might fara worse.”

Mma. Armelin llstenad with a ben.-
ing heart to this Intarssting atoary.
Hhe would have lked to question him
further, but Delorme did not seem in.
clined to say muro, He bad talked
too much to the chief of the detec.

tive service, and henceforth be in-
tended to keep cautiously on his
Euard. "

He meresly Informed his hosteas

that he weant to lrave her the next
morning

Devp sadness, o tone of discouragd-
ment, aiddenly tinged his volee as he
woent on:

*“The doctora c¢an do nothine for
me . . . It woulid bs necessary to
underzo a serious operation, the re-
suit of which is doubtful . , . and
1 have not the courags to submit to
it . . .1 am gouing back to my
mother in Eu . . . and what muoay
happen will happen'

Next morning asx he wan abont to
leave thoe house & card was brought
to Lucien. He read;

BARON E. PLUCKE

would be greatly obliged to M. Lucten
Delorme if he would sce him for o
few minutes.

29, Avenue des Champy-Elyseca,

He knew the name. Who, even in
the depths of his provioce, wonld
have been tgnorant of 1% It wus no
less famouy than that of Rothsoebilld,
Hin fortune, s houso, his mignili-
cent oollections, hia racing stubloy,
his generosity In heading all sub-
moriptions, all works of charity, had
made this millionpire  finaneior o
‘arigian personage who was univer-
wally famous.

Lucien hurried down to the druw-
ing room,

The buron was walting patiently.

He was & man about ffty years old,
small, but with an ar of undeniable dis-
tinctlon and elegance, 3 whom & long
beard thickly mingl with wsliver
threads gave an appearance of lmn.
pressive lmportance, emphasized by
the little red rosetts in his buttonhole,

“Haron VPiucke?' aaked the young
man.

The latter rose, and coming forward,
repliod:

“Yes, 1 am Haron Pluckes"

“"You askcd for me, o /7

With a gracious gesture his visltor
invited him to thke a chalr near him.

Then, when both wero seated, he be-

“Frat, I must apologize, sir, for dls-
turbing you In this way and Insisting
Bo urgently upon talkinmg with you
But 1 beg you not to rogard my con-
duct as mere curlosity, as It might
at fnrst appear to you"

Lacian Dalorme howed

“What t4 the matter in quastion?

“This la the affalr. While reading,
just now, an account of the terribis
drama _that oeccurred In thiw very
house, 1 was struck by one detall of
your story to the chilef of the detec.
Uve mervice.'

“You know that , , *

“Yes, I know that you afterward
declared that 1t was ‘maginary, that
you had dreamed it, and no attantion
should be pald to the matter, Never-
theless, I attach to it & valus which
you will understand when 1 have re-
lated tha followlng fact Four years
ago, my unecis, Haron cka-Rirohes
was murdered in his home (n the Ave-
nua d'Antin. Ona morning he wans
found in his chambier, with the death.
riutile In his throat, which was cut
by u steol wire, like Mrs, Tankery's.
This almilarity of operation s ne-
thing wery aingular, and might be
only a sad enincldence

“Fut thin In nathinge. Pafora ex-
pieing, my uncla had tha streneeh o
stammer n few barely Intelligihio
words: bullet . . head . .

lq s The uq'uul uplalmd'

{

the meaning of theasn thres words:
near Bis bod n revolver was found
which never left hin possesuion and
from which two cartridges, of which
no trace could be foupd, wWers wiiss-
g, 5o it was enay Lo tnfer that my
uncvie, to defend himself, had fireod
twive before being difabled by the
fatal atiwy, and that he had spot b
asantiants in the head and In the leg
Inetructions waras instantly  sent
all the hospitids for descrptions uf
every Individusl having a wound of
this nature But, of course, no one
went to them. [ wiil add that the
criminals wera nover discoveped, and
thut 1 vainly oftpred 4 roeward of a
hundred thousand frunce 1o ARy onoe
whoes information woeuld put me on
thelr teall™

iy

He stopped an instant to take
breath, then went on
“You understand now, sir, that it

one of My, Tunkery's murderors el
# bullet in his kull, the other in the
femur, It Ih viry probabile thnt thess
Are the sames mon who killed my goor
undcle’

"“That 14 probabla, certainly,” re
{-1!0.1 Laclen Delurme; “but, what can

“What ean vou doT Why, you must
pea cloarly that you hald in your hand
the Key of thie entire mystery. Your
words possoss decisive wolght In my
conjectures, The reasaon | have come
to find you Is to entrant You to give
ma all the Information that , . 7

“Sir,” Interrupted the youn= man
‘toldly, "It s lmipossible for me to tell
youl anvthing more than the pews
papers have related of thesa s oun
dreels, and, If 1 snswerod that | know
nothing, it is the trath.”

YAnd L' eried the baron violantly,
“I tull you In my turn that you o
knuw something . . . 1 don't know
what . . . 1 don't know how
that s your secrot—keep It Itut In
arder nut to prolong the discussion
uselewsly, 1 will add one thing: 1 for
merly promised & roward of 100,000
fruncs to the person whose informia
tion would put me oo the teack of my
uncia's murdersrs . o« Wall, now
1 wiil doubls the amount; 1 will oifer
you two hundred!™

*1 had mnde very different pluns. 1
intended to leave Puaris this very day
.+ » My old mother |8 expocling
me in our home , . "

But the Baron perceived that Del-
orme’s rédolution was weakening and
that Lhe KAme wWis wWon

“You will not go!”

“And suppose | wshould not sug-
ecacd? the young man asked, “for,
afier all, this 18 my begloniog in the
trade of doetective. . .« « 1 shnil
have lost my tine, #pol 9@ menticon
that"——

"Set your mind at rost
score,” tnterrupled the other who hod
not misunderstood the meaning of
thosa words, “From to-day an apart -
ment will be reserved for you ab my
expenso in the Glgantio Palace, Ave-
nue dea Chanips-Eiysons, opposite Lo
my own house,  Heatdes, | shall of
courfe assume &l the &Xpenses
eurred in your measures—and
assured that 1 shall question
Ing.*

“Very well, #ir, you can rely upon
ma!l"

“Phank you!™ replied the milllon-
alre, “And, whatever happens, you
iy bo sure of my gratitude

ielorme bowed,

“When ashall you aet to work?™
Baran P'lucke added.

“I'his very day."

Hut when he had aceompanied his
visltor to the door of the house, Lu-
clen Delorme, as he returned, mur-
mured:

“Here T am a detective, It's a trus
saying that we nover know what lifs
hus in store for us. Bherlock Holmes
and Nick Carter must look to them-
silves in  future! Nearly 200,000
franen are worth taking a little
trouhle for, Only, Um entirely lgnor-
ant of my new trade. Where ahall 1

on thot

-
rest
noth-

howtin?*
Thuring tMa monn'arue he pursued
] WhY to the oilipe
Mine, Armelin,' lia sa'd, entarine,
will you be kKind enough to send for
& cab

and bave my trunk brought
.

¢
'

down? Hy the way, I have changed
my plans. 1 shall not lvave Patis

ard | will nelk you to wrile down my
ne W wddress w0 that my letters can
L forwarde "
Then, in o eareless tone, he ndded;
“theantie Palace , . o Chatnpm-
Flysves™

CHAPTER II1.
Profitable Business.
ANON PPLUCKE had  not
made hin fortine solely on
the Mook A
firet-ciass  business momn,
branch of sapevulsation
e to him, and for thirty

Exchangn

no
was unfamil

yeurs he had been Interested In wll
the preat enterprises which had en-
riched their stockholders

A bachelor, wmultb-adlivnatre, abin
to Indulee, without hesitation, his

l.ln-'i' contly funcles, people wondess
ed why he stlll devoted himaself to
wWOrk.

It wos purely  from Inclination.
Baron Huacke eould not be dls,

On the hin interview
with Laclen Delorme, at Madamas
Armelin's family banrdiug-house, hin
valet, on hin return, gave him the
card of a visilor who had been walt-
I meveral moments:

COMTE IVABALLL-VISCOBA,

Ex Eanlinssy Alttache

Kepresenting

His Highnoss the aharajah of
Pandhukurtah,

4, ltne Vezelny

The baron know his caller, having
met him already several Lines o so-
ciely, where oo mutual friend had in-
trodueced them to vach other,

e guve orders that be should be
milmitted at onco,

The visitor was o man stiil young
ipearan st e aistied In bour
Ing, with ph int fontures, Kevn eyen,
amd a4 slight Liraneod  oopiploxion,
being & pative of Soody, whero his -
ativen had  perished an tae wrrible

ecarthgquake that deatroy ol Mossina,

Horon Plucke sflook hands with b,
Invited him tu & aeat, knd courteously
aaked the reuson for s visit

“You are not lanorant, sie,” roplied
the Comte, “that | mm the Parcis rep-
resentative of the Maharajah of Pand-
bhukurrah, It would be too long &
story, and moreover umolows, to ex-
plain why 1 left the diplomatic career

vory day of

in

to ocruby this position, | will tall
you almply that 1 have suceecdsd s
father, whe hlnwelf owed 1t to
deep uffection of tha Prince, wnoes
Hife he hoad saved in o tger hunt, His
Highness dentred to teanafer Lo me
the confides he pepusind In’ Wl
Hut," ho inte ipted Wi fo"thin hus
pothing to do with the olbijeet of o
visit, and 1 will go to o B ner

The Mishiwradoh of Panthakureah, of
whaom Comts "0 y - ¥ L ®
was—~It rutior could bo erodited o
of the ri vl and owt powerful [
the Indlan prices [} aw hed 1
mienas territaries, wigs N (IR E TAL .
phanta and bBayaderon by thousalils,
ll'-“"'.l'!" W 1

e Muabiarainh, went on  tha
Cotint, “haa been ispossasand, Hut he
has obtaltied perission 1o Hve onoan

his palace under the rigld survell
of the Hritl
tain hia wealr! Now his Nnds that he
nevds for an enterprisas concerning
witleh T am roguired to mathtatn o
1ute gecreey and which, an vou sun-
pect, cancerns politics exclusively, &
vory lnrge sum of monay. He connot
eillact the mmount In Indin without
witracting thoe attention of his Inliars
Ho he thousht It would Y sasy fur
him to borrow It In Europs by giving
firat-clusm aecurity —hin jowels  This,
pir, In the transaction I have cotie to
proposs tn you.'

Haran Plucks,

who had Hatened in

wilenien, rellected an Instant
"How murh whnted bin naked
*Fiftsen mi ¥
TAng whae t huin T .
the prince‘'s jranian®
VAbout BIy
&

A Government, and to re- !

*what I8 agrend |8 agreed”

Ho aceompanied him to the door,
poassing throweh the drawing®room.

“Wlhere ure thoy powT?

YAL Yy residonos, inomy safe "

“For what lengih of time would this
Ioan b peedasd ™

“A yeur'

Al the rate of interest ™

“Phis Is the plan. To aveid any dis
cussion on the siatgect of Intersst | ain
copuniesioned to make you this offor
Our axresment will e for twenty
wiklhons Gl you will give us only
Hftonn, That, you seo, s a gkood rate
of Interest "

The baron, who was taking notes,
rained hin hoand and, looking intently
at the speaker, paid:

“Amd what proof do you give me
Vi pmrm puthoriged to treat in
of the Muharajah of Pami-

to be admitted, lounged In the foyer
as the two came oul,

Abworhed In thelr econversation,
they crossed the immense hall with-

Iv toward them

his whaole sttention on tham,
gazed with
they had disappeared,

Then,

mnrmured:

"It i lmpoastblat™

Just at that
came toward him,
dinlly:

“Al, Monlseur Delorme, T am glad
to mee you'"

{
e baest
Yol

The money will ba pald
direvtly  to His  Jighness

by
throweh & Fronch bank in Pondichery

privite office, he asked:

ur IArIRNL" “Wuoll, have you found anything In-
wron Pioeks, opening a clgnratte teresting™
coamm, offered it to hils guest, aril hiaw- “Perhaps 80" replled the young
frge Hehitend hiw own wod taken & few man slowly
wihifrs, pnswersid “And It n? ® o @
“On firat thonght, Comte, T ahould  “Don’t ask me anything yet. Allow

me to-day to pul a few guestions”
And as the other asscnted, he sald:
“Who is the man from whom you
Just purted

ba rither Inclihed to undertake this
affoir. "Ihe sum Is eather larges. Fif-
ieen milllons® Tut 1 think 1t will bs
wiay Lo radwe 1t with the ald of a fow :
friemnds A transnetion of this kind “'-l’h” h'"‘;n‘ Im)i"d st him with a
In flnanosd ik Wt fnn, e antonishment, -
et Nk 8 uotary or & mine L ima o AbaRolViscosa,” %o re-
must examins It o detall and make P"‘f""' %
RTam tnguicim.™ "Ib;"'l::l e frt'ln‘l:éa f a Hindoo
CThat s pertectly fale, T will add b SRUTIINS LS ¥

that It will be formally atated in the E;‘::‘n:‘-:.uh whomt 1 am deng some
eontract that If, through any accls .
dent, the prince should fall to make l!l" . fﬂ; !l;ltli‘d 'nrda hahin‘f::rl:;‘!
his payments on the date named you | T10rme of the (raniacion A8

to enrry wut, and the meeting which

I\:r.m '_'.' hyl.:;:lrg.;l-]‘;. l.:.-tml"i:l:":'ll:l';";l l'll|: he had appointed for the next day
weeurity, 8o sou will tneur no risk in Ryl Dns, With \e ssmee

“Iy you know anything discredit-
ahle to him? he added,

“I'liis ln thoe firat Lime T ever heard
of hin. Only thers ia an old proverh

wodend that o perfectly honest on both
sldes ™

“Vaory pood
AanEwer in n

You ahall have yonur
fow dnys, Will you he

iy < i ; that says all roads lead to Rome, yeot
:L"f!:--f-" MER o cadl In againg pext et not, on that account, neglent
SCartatnly mnything that can put us 311 lhl; “I‘fhi'i
UY B s p one. ut, sir, in a few days | sha
n,.'-.g'".,.'.".r.".,," ":,I,u;:“;.:.l;:,": Tl:ll';:r: doubitless have msome neaws for youw.
Lips ! - Thnt s what | enme to tell you this

morning.'”

Wihilie golng down tha stalroass,
he muttered In a low tone:

"Oh, chanos—<chance, yea the
ancients had good reason 1o Invoke 1L
Who would have sald that, while go-
ing to the baron to inform him that
1 would give up trying to discover the
murderern  of Mme, Tankeroy, 1
should jeave him with hope?

“Wa have forgottan something -the
usual Httla comemisalon ™
"Oh, yaa. Plopss (el ma how mueh
you want for managing the matter,”
“A mlilon *
"A
baron,
“In tha price pxceasive®” peplind the
othar caldly. “Dwon't forgat that In a
yaar, without the alightant risk, | am
Ing you make four"
wirne, but & million for com-

miiiton' erind thas startled

CHAPTER IV.

mission! = ® @ %
Nou pra at [harty to aceapt nr re The ‘A" Band.
fase I come to you, sir, hocauss 1 OMTE IPAHAZOLI-WISTO-
ktimw yau to ha o man with whom . 4
Bt ten o understanding. Hut, SA was right In saying
’ o the transn ton dossn't sult you that in Paris eyerything
i the tormw | offer, | will go elee » wihn known In fart, no
il I proposition  In good ona was lgnorant that he
eno fPor s to hava no trouble in
makinit tha arrangatuant ' wis tha guardlan of a part of the
Pis bwran appenred to besithts an tronsurss of the Mahirajah of FPan-
I ' v Warsd i iy dhukurrah, of that the jewsls wers
AT r.' jutre Ity T ahgll ho Lokl away In the big safe in his
mipellod to RUGImmin ta your terme
bl &t Lo tnll you that Vol are Nome. AL hin receptions, many peds
AN axtrame|y expunsive Aagant e guzed bngingly at his snfe
“L munt reguent, a l.l thit as sonh an Mors than oue robbsr, on the wate h
he cunlradt s slgne and the Jeweid v
are il your possespion. you wi'l give for some profitable job, had thought
e this sum Prom hand te Sand, in of gatting posscssion of the Jjewels;
bank notes, without requiritg any re. but hitherto, the most skiliful, =8
it & o @
"Why 1a* well an the boldest, had falled; the
“I maks 1t an ahmolute eanditinn, ®4fe had remained Inviolable, and
Thia In my anly way of heing surs the Hindoo servant placed by the

thut na prool will exist againat me in
thin matier, and that the cntire trung
action will always remain a secret be.
tween ouracivens”

Very well, aie,” ansented the Baron
who was necuntamed Lo these Kinds of
combinationa. “In ease the businesa in
concinded. tha monay shall ba paid
In the way vou reqguire, 1 will maks
the promise"

Princa &t tha service of hia repra-
sentative who, every evening alept
it the room where It stood, had dise
covered the criminals even hefore
thay had had time :u.u.hjntn
Among the th ves who selighit the
treasurs wie the A" bund The
thred seounidiels who had united o
pillags, in partnearship, the property

A few daye later the Count called ©f vthors, bad noticed that, through
AEaln Iy this time the Haron had & singular coincidence, thalr Chris-
Aecided 1o #o on with tha affatr, and tlan  names  commenced  ith  the
had aven drawn up A eantris He ot lettar, the tirst of th alphnbuet
et the Caunt of  nin dovsion apd Frome that day they en »f them
vnded by saving aviven tha “"A'x"

“Liay after to-moreow at 8 o'vlock  The Orst, Alphonse, an ex-wrestier,

1 will go to your reaidence” Then was a sori of Colossus, capable of

4

NEXT WEEK'S COWPLETE WOVEL W THE CVENNG WORL)
Little Comrade

.(mmmm

Lucien Delorme who was walting

ot notielng tha young man Iin hia
cortier, who had glanced mechanieal.

Buddenly he started, ssamad to fl:
an

n Woen expression until
passing his hand across hin
forvhend with a foverish gesture, he

moment the baron
exclaiming eor-

while ushering him into the

Stevenson

.h

' ' . siramges doew with
- L sibg, o leeing
. | his Ehgeee
L - " . & and ' § ]
» '
A Ly s - il | Akl B
I " - . Bl
Amriny . g " Mo o
i 1 ®aled
f & v ® » fons davil
pia y boiln e
- ‘ e mes
. (v gurod
Aa | wi - .
. fi (R TR T f |- - s g
feaiwres ® furr e waldives fare mads
b V=l » ] LE B -
J wus o disguies Ll a0 8
1 * . i wmulh
ol et b Al wraineie,
wige canilog A iy being
] y b suppeosed that Anatele
had wot beep e i hearicg »f Lo
enistepnce of the Malarajal's jowals,
w0l thal, e Then, (e whoeis ail-
tention of his colieagusa had boss
ftarnnd In their direction
it how mers they Lo conguer the
whink ot tmarm o unt g lee diMouities that
T le wven ium, huw wers they
even to reach the B treasure?
Nol & day passed withoul The dle.

cunsion of this Yuastion among thes
Al e forming of some new pian

Hensath the costume of Lady Dufs
ferton. Anntals had sicceaded uns 4oy
in getting himenll included among the
Kuests to whom the Comte had shows
the famous saf

Mo bad iresived the impresstion that
the task was impossilie Lo attempt,

Mut at lnst e had an inspiration!
Numaly, that the band should hire the
apartment pext door and bore &
throigh the dividing wall to the
of the safe  Then, when the Coust
ahould chanes (o lrave town for & day
or so at his Cabourg villa, they sould
readily cut into the safe from the resr
with an oxy -acatylens blowpipe,

The tus Vezelay is & particnlarly
quiet street which In this pretty
quarter of the Ville ward, seema o
have retained a provincial stmos.
phera Privata  residences, more
numeraoins than the apartment houses,
huge earivanserals that have grad-
unlly invaded Paris, permit glimpees
of the greean follage in their little
gardons  Carrlages rarsly pass, thare
are no ahopa, and no nolses of orowds
disturh 1t placid stilineas,

The arrival of a new resident and

his two aservants was wholly un-
noticed,
Only tha servanta of Comte

a'Abaroll-Viecosa, who held aloof
and associated with no one, had
ignored all the advances of thess two

rvanis, One wan the famous
Hindoo, who acted as cook, butler,
and chauffeur, and the other, &
mald, a tall, handeoma dark girl, whe
d4id mot even condencend, when she
panaed the Janitor's room, to stop for
a Nittds chat,

Meanwhile, tha threa accomplices
had ant to work in the apartment,

Htone by atons, with slow patien
they toiled to break through the wal
to reach the safe, In this dellcate
task they were past masters. Not
a sound had attracted the attention
of tha nelghbors, They worked [a
wllence, with consummats akill,

Bach day they rid themaselves
the materials removed, and carefu
cleared away every eoxternal sign of
their labor, In the fear of an aver
possible surprise,

The safe was soon reached. Noth-
Ing remalned exeept to enlarge the
plmost Invisihle hole, which was the
affair of searcely a fow hours,

They now nesded merely to walt
for the favorable moment. Juna nad
come. This was the time when the
comts would probably leave to go to
his villa on the seashore,

Tha last preparations wera aom-
pleted, tha blowpipes made and all
the detalls of an immediats flight to
Englond studied,

It waa probabls that the rnvbh
would not be discovered before the
return of the Comte, and at they
waonld have all the time uired to
disappear. But It was none the less
neceaniry to take every useful pre-
eantion, and It was agread that eash
should go by himaelf in & roundabout
wiy, and disguised.

At last, one evening, Alphonse
brought his companions a piece of
pensational news,

It was ths Any aftar ths Comte's
tast vislt to Raron Plucks, duriog
which they had coms 1o an agree-
ment  about the loan of twanly
millions,

The Comta had told tha janitor that
ha expscted to leave Paria the next
day, taking his servants with him.

“Impudent fellow!" cried Auzus-
tus. “My frionds, we have the Ma.
harajah's Jewels!"™

CHAPTER V.
A Well-Contrived Crime.

FTER leaving Haron
Plucke's, tha Comte west
directly home.

“Has any ons called em

me, Nam?"'

“Na, M. ls Comts, no one,” replied
the Hindoo servant. P
Hn was a little brown-haired mas o
of uncertaln age, who wore the cospn
tume usual among the servania Qm
his country, a white walstcloth angg,
Jacket, with & red and yellow aling

handkerchlief wound around his head

His keen littln eyes and odd gesture

mades him ressinble a fakir or a ser
pent charmer,

The Maharafah himself had sen
thism man to the formar Comte d'Al
goli«Viscosn and, ovn the latter'ls
denth, his son bad reained the Hins
doo In his ssrvice,

“Is thers anything I can do for M
le Comte?™ L]
“Not just now, Nam, 'l ring pread+

ently, Hus Juliotte returned ™ d‘
“she s atl work in the linen room.
“Very well® |
The Comte, crossing the passageé”

crammed with wll the trifles he hasn

brought boack from his journeys te

Indin, snterad his office, & vary plaln

Yoo, NS Wias appropriate, with the

Immense safe, its large desk, ita im-

posing bookeases and s dark hang-

Inga,

He looked at himself in the glase &
maotent and, slowly passing his fin-
kors through hinm et black hals, ot-
tered a sigh of satisfaction. e was
evidently pleased with Y amell and
Yiad succeeded in accomplishing what
he deosired,

Then, solng to the mantelplece, he
pressed the bell button, once twion
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